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PREFACE

Cultural Routes: Space Corridor for Cultural Exchange

Cultural route, as a concept in the field of cultural heritage,
began with the Declaration of Santiago de Compostela by Council
of Europe in 1987. In the 1980s and 1990s, when international
politics greatly changed, a series of important events occurred,
including the acceleration of the process of European integration
with common cultural genes, the new opportunity of globalization
brought by the disintegration of the Soviet Union, and the high
demand for development in Asia, Africa and Latin America
constitutes the era background of ideological change in the field of
international politics, economy and culture.

Reflected in the protection of international cultural heritage, the
traditional historical and architectural protection vision has been
constantly reflected and broken through. In 1994, in response to the
imbalance of the world heritage list, it was clearly pointed out, at
Expert Meeting on the “Global strategy” and thematic studies for
a representative World Heritage List (UNESCO Headquarters, 20-
22 June 1994), that “moving from a ‘monumental’ and static view
to a more comprehensive and diversified perception of the wealth
of human cultures.” This shows that the goal of cultural heritage
protection has begun to expand, and it has entered a new stage of
development in the expression, exchange and cooperation of global
cultural diversity. In the same year, the concept of “Cultural Route”
was formally put forward at the expert meeting entitled “Taking
the Route as a Part of Cultural Heritage” held in Madrid. The core
of the concept is to emphasize that cultural routes “witnesses the
exchanges and dialogues between countries or regions”. So far, the
concept of cultural routes with the core connotation of “Human
Migration and Civilization Dialogue” has rapidly stepped out of the
European Union and become a heritage type of common concern in
the field of international cultural heritage.

Taking the The ICOMOS Charter on Cultural Routes adopted
in 2008 as a mark, the field of international cultural heritage
protection clarifies the research framework of cultural routes as
a specific type of cultural heritage basically: Cultural routes need
to rely on actual existing (or historically existed) transportation
routes with long historical and spatial span. The generation and
development of cultural routes need to be motivated by religious,
commercial, political or other specific purposes. As a result,
cultural routes should promote “the material, cultural or spiritual
exchanges generated by the movement of mankind over long and
continuous periods of time ,..., a cultural inter-fertilization among
countries or regions”. That is to say, the cultural routes are driven
by the diversified communication needs between cultural areas and
civilized areas, with the transmission of personnel, materials and
information, to construct its space corridor for cultural exchange
finally.

Nowadays, cultural routes have broken through the simple
category of heritage protection. In the world, there is a trend of
reviving the identification of contemporary social civilization and
promoting economic exchange and cooperation by excavating and
commemorating the historical facts of ancient regional cultural
contacts and exchanges. This is in line with the basic purpose
of world heritage protection and has been widely recognized
internationally. Represented by the Silk Road and the Maritime Silk
Road, the cultural routes project in history has been promoted to
the national strategic level through the concept of “The Belt and
Road”, the contemporary international cooperation corridor. In
June 2014, at the 38th Heritage Conference held in Doha, Qatar,
the two cross-border cultural routes of “Silk Road: Chang an
— Tianshan Corridor Road Network™ jointly applied by China,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan as well as the “Kwapaksnam: the
Andean Road System” jointly applied by the six countries of South
America were successfully registered as world cultural heritages.
The two applying inherit projects have experienced more than ten
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years of heritage investigation, theme research, and protection
management cooperation in the joint applicant countries. The
cooperation promoted by world heritage application has built a new
corridor for social, political, economic and cultural exchanges and
cooperation for the countries along the route.

The rapid development of cultural routes in academic and
practical reminds us that we should continue to examine and
expand the vision of its academic research. Back to the cultural
exchange carried by cultural routes, according to the structure
and characteristics of culture, as well as the theory of “cultural
adaptability and communication”, most of the early human
civilization is the endogenous civilization or culture formed by
human adapting to the specific natural geographical environment and
the later social environment. When the endogenous cultural elements
of different regions with certain space distance accumulate to a
specific degree, they will form a complex high-level cultural layer, and
there will be spillover effect and magnet effect occurring, that is, the
process of spreading around or absorbing foreign cultural elements
to the surrounding areas. This effect has become the internal core
driving force for constructing the cultural exchange space corridor
between cultural and civilized areas, which is inevitable for history.
Although the Pilgrimage Route, the Spice Trade Route, the Silk Road,
the Tea Road, the Tea Horse Road, the Slave Route, the Cocoa Trade
Route and other routes have different prominent themes, these are
only the external appearances of cultural routes in carrying cultural
communication functions. The connotation of cultural exchange
is fully reflected in the three subsystems of “technical system,
institutional system and spiritual system” composed of regional
culture along the space corridor. Therefore, in the perspective of
the thematic research on cultural route, among the three subsystems
of culture, it should be regarded as the core research object which
can be acted as the result of macro diachronic cultural exchange
and witness the multiple common cultural characteristics of cultural
routes connecting cultural areas.

Specifically in our disciplines of architecture, urban and rural
planning and landscape architecture, the architectural form covered
in the cultural routes space corridor as well as the morphology of
landscape composed by urban, rural and surrounding environment
can be taken as the research object to explore the common
cultural characteristics under the influence of cultural exchange
and communication. This research field can not only guide the
analysis of cultural heritage protection, but also provide reference
for the exploration of common historical resources, the analysis
of landscape characteristics, the display and utilization planning
of cultural routes and its connected series of regions. In this
monograph of cultural routes, there are articles that take the
protection and planning of the cultural route itself as research
objects, like the “Southern China Historical Trail”, and “Micang
Ancient Road (Bazhong Section)”, and there are also articles
that take the common characteristics of cultural exchange results
as research objects, like “Jiangmen Overseas Chinese Cultural
Routes Resources”, “The Distribution of Ancient Cities and
Lakes”, and “Seto Inland Sea Regional Landscape of Haisi East
China Sea Route” and other cultural exchanges which rely on the
cultural routes as research objects. As the latest achievement of
interdisciplinary research around cultural routes, it can be discussed
and learned mutually by scholars in this field with this issue, and we
also expect that it can cause more academic contending.
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